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An open letter to Bristol City Council regarding the Carriageworks planning application 
 
Stokes Croft embodies Bristol’s innovative spirit. It is a vibrant and lively quarter of the city that is 
home to many independent businesses in the creative, environmental, leisure and community sectors 
as well as small retailers providing a wide range of services. It is a northern gateway to the city and a 
seedbed for many pioneering and experimental ideas that take place across the city. 
 
But Stokes Croft has its challenges, one being the long term dereliction of the Carriageworks and 
Westmoreland House site while another is the shortage of suitable housing. In an attempt to address 
this, the last four years have seen local people create a Community Vision for the site, setting out 
how its redevelopment could bring a mix of residential uses, community facilities and business units 
to support the future of Stokes Croft as a whole. This Vision was approved by the City Council in 
2012 and formed the basis of design work with a local Housing Association. 
 
Late last year however a developer, Fifth Capital London, submitted a planning application for the 
site. The proposals bear little relation to the character of the surrounding area and in their design 
represent a sanitised and corporate vision for the future of the site and the street. The proposals for 
118 private flats and houses include no social housing. The proposals for five retail units are vague 
and uncertain. And we believe the proposals for a public through-route to be disingenuous and will 
eventually lead to the proposed development becoming a gated community.   
 
In this year as Green Capital and as a city built on its youthful and adventurous spirit, we believe 
Stokes Croft and Bristol deserve better. We call upon Bristol City Council to do everything in its 
powers to ensure that the future of the Carriageworks and Westmoreland House site meets local and 
citywide needs and the aspirations set out in the Community Vision. In so doing we ask the City 
Council to reject the proposals currently set out by Fifth Capital London. 
 
Signed: 
 
David Sproxton, Executive Chairman, Aardman Animations 
Bim Mason, Artistic Director, Circomedia 
Ben Hamilton-Baillie – Urban Designer, Director of Ben Hamilton-Baillie Associates Ltd 
Louisa Philpott, Built Environment Expert, Design Council CABE  
Steve Perry, ex Head of Planning Services, Bristol City Council    Over.... 



Chris Marks - ex Strategic and Citywide Policy Manager, Bristol City Council 
Jeff Bishop, Place Studio – Exec Associate Place Studio, Director BDOR (1987-2012), author 
Christopher Orlik – BCC Councilor (1995-2006) 
Mike Birkin, Friends of the Earth South West Campaigner 
Dan Black – Urban Planner, sustainable design advisor, Director of Clipper Estates 
Chris Sunderland - Chair of Bristol Pound, Exec Director at Real Economy Co-operative Ltd 
Kate Orchard - ex Chair of Solon Housing Association 
Carrie Pooler - Area Services Manager (‘87-96) Manager Bristol Local Strategic P’ship (2003-08) 
David Parkes - Property Consultant, Founding Director of Community Juice 
Bill Gething – Principal at Sustainability+ Architecture, Partner Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios (1980-
2009) 
 
 


